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The Functional Class Concept

e One of the key concepts in transportation planning deals with the
functional classification of a roadway system. The basic premise is that
there are two primary roadway functions - access and mobility, and that all
roadways serve one function or the other, or in some cases, both functions.
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Functional Classification System (1 of 2)
Source: FHWA Publication No. FHWA-RD_91-044 (New 1992)

e Key Reasons for Supporting a Functionally Classified System

~ Systems that include the appropriate balance of the four types of roadways (Local
Streets, Collectors, Minor Arterials and Principal Arterials) provide the greatest

degree of safety and efficiency.

~ |t takes a combination of various types of roadways to meet the needs of the
various land uses.

~ Most agencies could not afford a system made up of principal arterials. A region
could be gridlock if it was only served by a system of local streets.

~ Roadways that only serve one function are generally safe and tend to operate more
efficiently.

~ Functional classification can be used to help prioritize roadway improvements.




Existing Functional Classification
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